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Introduction

The following is a collection of excerpts from the CIA's infamous “Family Jewels” report that was declassified 
and published to the CIA website on June 26, 2007. These documents were assembled from the collated PDF 
version made available by the National Security Archive at George Washington University1. 

The Family Jewels report was the result of a general order by CIA Director James Schlesinger given May 7, 
1973 to all CIA employees instructing them to report any activity “which might be construed by reasonable 
people to be outside the legislative charter of [the CIA]” (see pp. 3-4 below).  Schlesinger apparently issued the 
order to prepare for his role in the ongoing Watergate investigations, and indeed much of the resulting 703 page 
report pertains to persons and operations related to Watergate crimes. This collection of documents and memos 
became known as the “Family Jewels”. 

The Family Jewels report gained notoriety after part of it was leaked to investigative reporter Seymour Hersh, 
who wrote an article for the New York Times in December 1974. His article describes a National Security 
Agency (NSA) operation in which more than 250,000 pieces of domestic first-class mail were intercepted and 
photographed by that agency – a serious violation of their charter and of Federal law. 

The New York Times article precipitated an outcry that led directly to three investigations led by Vice President 
Nelson Rockefeller, Senator Edward “Ted” Kennedy, and Senator Frank Church. The Church Committee 
convened for nearly three years and eventually produced an enormous report that copiously documented 
numerous illegal operations. Among the most notorious were CIA Project MKULTRA in which US citizens 
were given LSD by CIA agents without their knowledge or consent, and the FBI operation COINTELPRO in 
which putatively-subversive people and groups ranging from the Black Panther Party to the Parent Teacher 
Association were scrutinized and, in some cases, made the target of harassment2. 

In 2007, amid much fanfare and press coverage, the original Family Jewels document was released. While a 
complete analysis of the 703-page report has not yet been completed, the report appears to contain few, if any, 
revelations. Most of the material documented in the report has been a matter of public record since the time of 
the Church Committee hearings. In addition, the Family Jewels report has been heavily redacted, and a full 15% 
of the pages in the report have been completely blanked out. 

Nonetheless, some of the documents have some historical interest. Documents that pertain to areas of Erowid 
interest, especially projects involving drugs or “narcotics”, have been collected in this volume. 

1 Full report available for download here: http://www.gwu.edu/~nsarchiv/NSAEBB/NSAEBB222/index.htm, accessed 
June 28, 2007.

2 For more information on MKULTRA, and for links to the transcripts of the Kennedy Hearings and a downloadable 
version of the Church Committee report, see Erowid's Psychoactives, Covert Operations, and War Vault at 
Erowid.org/psychoactives/war/

http://www.gwu.edu/~nsarchiv/NSAEBB/NSAEBB222/index.htm
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L'1 a va.riety of ways it has been alleged that CIA is working within
the United States, with particular attention to,e::d:remist groups.

FACTS:

1. Section 102 of the National Security Act of 1947, subparagraph
D3, states, liThe Agency shall have no police, 'subpoena, law-eniorcement
powers; or internal Steurity functions." .'

In his speech to the American Society of Newspaper Editors on
14 April 1971. tha Director stated:

"l can assure you that excapt for the no=! responsibilitias'
for protec~g the physical 'securi~ of our own personnel; our
facilities, and our classified inio:;:m.a.tion, we do not have any
auch powers and functionsj we have never sought ~ny; we do not
exercise any. In short,. we do not target on Arile:rican dHzens."

In the Dire;ccor l s t1S1:a.te of ina Agancy1J speech to employeea on
.17 Septel'Ilbe,r. 1971, he sa.id: .

"I gave a talk to the AIneri= Society of Newspauer Editors• •last winter. as you know, and I did it for' only one purpose, That
was to try and put in the record a few of these denials that we've
all wanted to see put in the publie record for some time. And
you can rely on those denials. They're true, and you can use
that as any text that you =y need to demonstra.te that we're noj
in the drug traffic. and that we're not trying to do espionage on
AmezIcan citizens in the United Sb.te3~ and we're not tapuL7lf1• _.. 0

telephone lines, and that we're not doing a lot of other things
which we're accused of doing. One of the things that tends to
perpetuate some of these silly ideas are jokes t..~at a:;."e rnade
about the=. particularly about dom-estie. espionage. Although
the jokes have no baais in fact they neverthela33 give us a, nama
which we don't des eeve, I don't say that that rnakes all tl--.-a.t much
diff~rence, but it does ~ke some differenca,: and this tends to
spill over, so I would like to suggest that if you have it in your
hearts to do-ao that you speak up when the occasion arises and
try and set the fa.ct~ straight. II
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2. From ti=a to r;..=e aozne e:mployees have been concerned that
.A;:s~:ncy activities mlght: conOid: vrith th.esa at.ataments... They can be
a s sur-ed fhai: Agency activli:i:as do no~ For cla.rific3.ll01l? some a cti:vi. tiea
~vhicb m:a.y have bean subject to ~SU!lda:t:3tandin.gare listed as follows;

-,

a, Do=~,..!:ic Contact". The Dome"tic Conb.ct Service
establishes discreet but overt ralationshipa "\mt..~·.Arn,ericanpri­
~l?t~ citizen,:" cODXalercial3" acad.em.ie and other organizatfons
and reslde:u:- allena for the pu.:rposes of collecting on a voluntary
basis foreign ln~e11igenc",iniorrr'-ation OJ:' soliciting fueir coopera­
tion in asslating the Agency to perloot"""" its mission. oversaas.
Records of the ih.dividuah and o2'ganizations cooperating with the
Agency are =a.intain-a4 as a necessary practical el==t o£ this:
procesa.

d. Recruil::::nent. CIA. recruit<>rs maintain a wide vane!;!; of
contacts within the Unibad States, assisting indi,,'idui.ls interested
in employ:=ant ,nth CL"'- to 1"""," :more about it and. to jo1., its e:m-
p'loye e force.. .

c.. Forei.g'U R-eaourcag. On some oc-c:asions... f02"eign citizens
·of interest to CL.~ are contacted and :recr'llited in j\~-erica for '\VO:i:'k.

abroad. The pu...-pose of this a(:tivityi~ entirely restricted to the
AgenC'"f's foreign ~e:rati~3. .,
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e. Contractin:;t. b the course of CIA bualness and operations,.
a nu...1'llb~r 01 con~racts for'p:;:,ocurement", resea1:"ch, or analysis az-e
made with a ',ari.ei:y of U.S. companies and individuals. This in no
""flay con3tltub~3 operations in the U. S. but :rather secures t-~e assist­
ance o! fhese groups i.::l carryL~g out th~ Gr.-\. mission ag3.insl: foreign
targe~s.. .

b. Security Investigations." SeCtU"ity investigations are con~

duceed on prospective e=plo~es, contractor", and consultants,".
and on se.cu.rity p:robiem3 which arise, These investiga.tions in­
vol..-e a wide :ta1'..ga of investigative pzccedus-ea; inc1ui!ing neighbor­
hood inquiries, checks with othe.:l." ·Gove:rn=.ent agencies, renew of
credit report.\!, and int==rviews :with .ronner employers and business
a.ssociates. This is eS3ential to aS3tU"e that ouz- pe:t"son..""'lel poaaes s
a high degree of pe::-sonal.. integrity, sensa ot ·responsibillty~. and
compet<mce and t~ protect classified iniorn-.ationa:ud sensitiv.. in­
telligence sources and :methods. The resu1l:in.g'illea ara held seo-. - .
arataly by the Office Of S0Cu..-i~/ 3J;ld are not merg';ld with omsr
Agency files.. .
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i.. Operati.:Ju3.. The 1967 Katze":1bach Cornzni.tcee report -was
a.pp::oved by the Dh-e:;:to't' in Ma'rch 1967 and ig.bind;ng on any of
our :tala:tio!ls willi American organizations today, It specifically
proHbi~s ccvez-t :f5.narici3.1 assismnce or support. direct or L'ldil:"ecl;,
to any U. S. educa.tional or priVate voluntary organizaHon•.Any

Ia . l-' '" th A ' 'f' A' •re . tlons..t.J,.J"p or ope:ra~on -e· geney.nas w:u:a an _ me:r1.can orgam ...
za.Hon :m.ust be and is within these guidelines..

",

g. Details or Loans. On rare occasions. details of technically
qua1;6ed CL'\ personnel, technical advice, Or loans of CIA equip­
ment have been znade available to o!:her U. S. agencies at their
reqrn>st to assis! them to carry out their responsibilitie,s. An
example is the skymarshal program, in which. some CIA personnel
were te=p<>rarUy detailed to th5 FAA in 9rder.to assist in a rapid
init'l.ation of tha~ program. SUch personnel al:td. equipment are under
the ope=til:>na.l control of the receiving agency. Assistance of this
:nature in no way constitnl:eil an assumption of responsibilit>f or
authodty by CIA for the progTa=.

.. ' -. .
j; Defectors. As provided by le.w8~.o<5iiiio~giresettles

in the U. S. defectors and other foreign individuals of opeJ;'ational
interest. This rese·~l-emen'c:tnayinvolve' a new identity, relocation,
ernployrnent,P etc. Alj:hough this 'activi.ty f:q.kas place in this countr-y,
its pU:-pOS6 is t:he support of operations abroad.

i. Operational' Support.' To support Cr.'\. operations, 'arrange:­
rnents are :made wi~ various U. S .. busmess or other entities to
provide cover or othar support for GL;\ personnel or activities
abroad. Tills can include propriel:aries,formed Or conl:1:o11ed by
CL-'\.. While these =y e..>ist wi!::bin tile U. S•• their purpose is to ,
conduct or s1..'ppon operations abr-oad,
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h. Counterlntelliqence and,Drll,lls. To C3:t'ry out its responsi-
bilities Ior counterintelligence. Cr.... is interested in th.. activities
of foreign nations or intelligenC'e serric·es adznad a.t the U. S. To
't.':le ''e:<:l:ent that these activities lie outside the U. S•• including activ­
ities ai=-a<i at the U.S. utilizing U.S. citizens Or othera, they fall
within 'CIA's reapo=ipilities. Responsibility for coverage oE the
activities within the U. S. lie3 with the FBI. as an inte:rnal security
function. CIA's responsibility and authority are limited to the foreign
intelligence aspect of the prob1=. and any action o:f a law emorce­
ment or internal security natm:e lie" \vith the FBI or local police
fO:t'ces.· (CIA's, assistance to"the U.S. Gove:rnment p:rogr='agaj~st
narcotics and drugs is handled in the sarrie fashion. )
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. MEMORANDUM :E:"OR:- Acting Chid, Division D
., . . '-. .: . '.

SUBIECT,

REFERENCE:

Irrte r c ept; of Co mrnurrications in the U. s.

26 San 73 Merno for GC fr ....;.C/Div·ision D,
Same Subj ecj

I. In referent you request 01.1r v.iews as to the legal
aspects of a radio telephone intercept activitv carried on 2.t
our communications site I .. ,

- -

2 .. The basic Ie-\V is conta.ined in section 605 of the
Communications Act of 1934, 47 U. S. c. 605, \vhich prohibits
intel;ccption of any radio cornrnurri.cat.lon without the a.uthoriza­
tion of the sender and also prohibits di.vuIgirig the substance
the:ceof to any person. Chapter 119 of Title 18, U. S. C., rna.k es
the interception of an~l wire or oral communica.tion a crime
punishable by $10. 000 or five years' imprisonment, 0'0 both.
There are two exceptions to thes e prohibi.tions :

.a.. The fiz-s t provides for application through
the Department of :rustice to a Federal court for a
court order authoz-lzin« s uch interc~ption for 5 pe.ci£ico _

purposes in c orme cci.on w i th Law-ce nfor-c o ment du tt ea ,
Since this Agency is prohibited by statute 'from any
police or Ia....v-enforcement activities,. obviousIy we

.. ' . , ., .cannot operate under- this excep'ti.on, .

b, The other excep!:Lon is containod in section 2511
of Title 18, U. s. C., at subsection (3).. TIlls providcs
that tho pro1~l"bH\on cited above On intcrceptio:a shan not

00538



MORl DoclD: 1451843

,. ,'.

0053S

.~ LAWRENCE R. HOUSTON
G eriez-a.I Couris el
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!

Dis tribution:
COP}' -I-Addressee
Copy 2,;"Gener.al Counsel .,

, .

3.. The type of i:.1.£orlu2.tion ;"01.1. des c r ibe in your rnemor-andum
does not appear to .fall witlrin 2.ny of ~hest=; c2.tegories and since its
ultimate destinatio~ is BNDD 7 it appea.r s to be collection for law"-
c nfor c e rrrent; purposes 7 wh'ich 2..5 noted above ;is barred to this Agency

by s ta.tute;

Limit the constitutiona.l o ow e r of th e President to b~ke. .
such rrrca s u r e s as he d e c rns !H;cC:~;5a.:ry to protect .;-~~~ftiI!st

a ttn.ck, to obta.i.n foreign in::ellifr?ne~c: information d e c med
essential to the s c.cuzity of tee United Stn.te s or to protect
such Lnfo r-rrta.t i.on , and <to protect the United States a gain s t

, ove r thr ow hr fo r c e o,r' ?th'er UP~2.\,,;!fu~ rnea.ns or against any
.,,:.,'.'\ ';":;:"othEn;- clear and p-re's'ent Clang-cr'to'-ihe'strUCl21r'e or :esl'stenc-e-

of the Government~

4. For your i.nfo r rnatforr, in most c'as e s wbe r e there is a
criminal p cos ecutrcn for violation of the narcotics Law-s J the Depart­
ment of Justice queries us 25 to \vhe.the~ vre have engaged in any
interception in c onnection with the d eferrdarits , If a case should

involve the intercepti~nb~ing m.ad~ I ~t would
be deemed to be -una'utb.oz-Lz e d and an all P.l.OOC:::U1.LLCY LJ.!e p .... osecution
w ouId have to be ~ropped by the GO,vernment.. It is our vi.ew, there­
fc r e , that such interception shculd be carried ,on by appr opr iate
12:\I-;r-enforce~entagencies in a c c cz-darrc e w ifh th.e authority of

chapter 119 of Title 18, U. S. C.

.. ",' ir' ,.




