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Introduction

The following is a collection of excerpts from the CIA's infamous “Family Jewels” report that was declassified
and published to the CIA website on June 26, 2007. These documents were assembled from the collated PDF
version made available by the National Security Archive at George Washington University'.

The Family Jewels report was the result of a general order by CIA Director James Schlesinger given May 7,
1973 to all CIA employees instructing them to report any activity “which might be construed by reasonable
people to be outside the legislative charter of [the CIA]” (see pp. 3-4 below). Schlesinger apparently issued the
order to prepare for his role in the ongoing Watergate investigations, and indeed much of the resulting 703 page
report pertains to persons and operations related to Watergate crimes. This collection of documents and memos
became known as the “Family Jewels”.

The Family Jewels report gained notoriety after part of it was leaked to investigative reporter Seymour Hersh,
who wrote an article for the New York Times in December 1974. His article describes a National Security
Agency (NSA) operation in which more than 250,000 pieces of domestic first-class mail were intercepted and
photographed by that agency — a serious violation of their charter and of Federal law.

The New York Times article precipitated an outcry that led directly to three investigations led by Vice President
Nelson Rockefeller, Senator Edward “Ted” Kennedy, and Senator Frank Church. The Church Committee
convened for nearly three years and eventually produced an enormous report that copiously documented
numerous illegal operations. Among the most notorious were CIA Project MKULTRA in which US citizens
were given LSD by CIA agents without their knowledge or consent, and the FBI operation COINTELPRO in
which putatively-subversive people and groups ranging from the Black Panther Party to the Parent Teacher
Association were scrutinized and, in some cases, made the target of harassment®.

In 2007, amid much fanfare and press coverage, the original Family Jewels document was released. While a
complete analysis of the 703-page report has not yet been completed, the report appears to contain few, if any,
revelations. Most of the material documented in the report has been a matter of public record since the time of
the Church Committee hearings. In addition, the Family Jewels report has been heavily redacted, and a full 15%
of the pages in the report have been completely blanked out.

Nonetheless, some of the documents have some historical interest. Documents that pertain to areas of Erowid
interest, especially projects involving drugs or “narcotics”, have been collected in this volume.

1 Full report available for download here: http://www.gwu.edu/~nsarchiv/NSAEBB/NSAEBB222/index.htm, accessed
June 28, 2007.

2 For more information on MKULTRA, and for links to the transcripts of the Kennedy Hearings and a downloadable
version of the Church Committee report, see Erowid's Psychoactives, Covert Operations, and War Vault at
Erowid.org/psychoactives/war/


http://www.gwu.edu/~nsarchiv/NSAEBB/NSAEBB222/index.htm
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ALLEGATION:

In a varxiety of ways it has baen alleged that CIA. is working within

the United Statas, with particular attenbon toexiremist groups.

FACTS:

1. Section 102 of the National Security Act of 1947, subparagraph

D3, states, "Tha Agency shall hava no police, subpoena, law-gnforcemant
powers, or internal sa}mu*i':y functions. " '

In his speech to tha American Sociaty of Newspapex Ed..to*-s on,

12 April 1971, tha Director statad:

17 September- 1971, he saidr

N1 can a'ssure you that excapt for the normal responsihilities’
for protecting tha physical security of sur own parsonnal, our
facilitiss, and our classified information, we do not have any
such powers and functions; we hava never sought any; we do not
exercise any. Ia short, wa do not ta.rget on Arnerican ci‘l:‘tzena. ”

In the Director's "State of the Agency" sp=ach to ﬂmployeea on

5 -

"I gave a talk to the Amnnm Saciaty of Newspaoar Editors
last winter, as you koow, and I did it for only ona purposz. That
was to try and put in the record a fow of these denials that we'va
all wanted to see pul in the public record for soms time. And
you can rely on those denials, They're true, and you can use
that 2.3 any text that you may need to demonstrate that we'ra not
in the drug traffic, and that we're not trying to do espionage on
American citizens in the United States, and we're not tapping
t= lﬂ-phone lines, and that we're not doing 2 lot of other things
which welre a2ccused of doing. One of the things that tends to
perpatuate soma of these silly ideas ara jokes that exe mads
about them, particularly about domeastic esplonage. Although
the jokes bave no basis in fact they nevarr:‘zalﬂaa give us a mams
which we don't deserve, I don't say that that makes all that much

ifference, but it doea make some differencsa, and this tends to
spill over, so I would like to snggast that if you bave it in your
hearts to do-so that you spesak up when the ocecasion arises and
try and set the facts straight. ¥
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Agzzacy actvities might contlict with these statsrnents. They can be
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2. . From timez to time szome employs=es hava bean concarnad that

assured that Agancy activiiies do not. Fox clarificalion, some actvilas
which mnay hava bean subject to misunderstanding ave listsd as follows:

2, Domeatic Contacis. Ths Domas*_:ic Contack Service
esiablishos discrest but overt ralationshipa with American pri-
rate citizeny, commercial, academic and other organizations

and resident aliens for the purposes of collecting on a voluntary
basis forsign Intelligance information ox soliciting their coopexa-
Hion in assisting the Agency to periorm lis mission oversaas. .
Records of the individuals and organizatinns cooperating with the
Agancy are maintainad as a necessary practceal eI..m.,nt oi this
procesa. . - : -

b. Security Investizations. Sescurity mv*anﬂaﬁnns are con-
ductad on prosgpeetive employaes, contractors, and consuliants,.
and on security problems which arise, These invastigations in~
volve = wida range of invastigative procedures, including neighkor-
hood inguiries, checks with other Government agsnciss, raview of
credit reports, and intzrviews with former employers and businass
associates, This is esaential to assure that sur personnel possgess
2 high dsgres of personal intsgrily, senss of responsibility, and
compatence and to protect classified information and senasitive in-

elligance sources and metheds. The resulling files 2rs held sep-
aratzly by the Office of Seenvity and are not margad with oz:har
Acre.ucy filas..

c. Foresign Rasourcas, On some occasioms, foreiga cifizens
-of interast to CIA are contzcted and racroited in America for work:
abroad. The purpose of this activity is ennraly restricted to tha
’tgnncy’s iforaign o'oerat:!.ans.

d. Recruibment. CIA recruiters rmainizin a wide variety of
corﬂ:ac"s within the United States, assisting individuals intersstad

n employmment with CIA to lzarmn more about it and to join its em~
'c"oy=-= force :

¢. Contracting. In the course of CIA businass and operations,
a number of coalracts fox procursmaeant, ressarch, or analysias ar
mads with a varisty of U, S. comnar-_ies and iadividuals. This in no
way constitutas opzraiions in tae U.S. but rather s2cures the assist-
ance of rhﬂsa- groups in carryh-ff oui the CGIA mission against foreign

ta rm.cs,
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f. QOvperationa. The 19567 Kaitzaabach Committse report was
ap;:::o;;d by the Dirscior in March 1947 and is.binding on any of
our relations with Amarican organizations today, It speciiically
prokibits covert financial assistance or support, direct or indiract,
to any U. S. educational or privats voluntary organization. Any
relationship or operation the Agency has wifa aa American organi-
mation must be and iz within thess ﬂmdahnes.

g. Detkzils oz Loans. On rare occasions, details of technically
qualified CIA personnel, technical advice, ox loana of CIA equin-
ment hava been mads available to othar U, S. agenciss at their
request to asaiast them o carry out their responaibilitiss, Axn
exampls is the skymarshal program, in which some CIA narscnnal
were temporarily detailad to the FAA in prdex.io assist in a rapid
initiation of that program. Such personnel aud eguipment ave undar
the operational conizol of the recelving agency. Assisiancs of this
nature in no way constintes an assumption of responsibility or
aunthority by CIA for the program.

h, Countenn.alhgﬂnce and Drugs. To carzy out its respona:.——
bilitdss fox commtenntamuance, CiA is interested in tha acHyitles
of foreign nations or intelligence sexvices aimed 2t the U, S5, To
ths extent that these activiies li= putsids the U, S., ircluding activ-
iti=s aimead at the U.S. uiilizing U.S. cifizens oz others, they fall
within CIA's reaponsibiliias. Responsibility for coveraga of the
activities within the U.5, lies with the FBI, as an internal security
function. CIA's responsibility and authority are limited to tha foreign
intelligence aspect of the problam, and any action of a law enforce~
ment or internal security nature lies with the FBI ox local police

- forces, ' {CIA's assistancae to-the U, 5. Governmant program against

rarcotics and drugs is handied in the same fashion.)

i. Operational Support.” To support CIA opsrations, arrangae-
ments are madse with various U.S. businzss or other entities to
providae cover or other support for CIA parsonnel or achvities
abroad. This can include proprle‘::aﬂﬂ-s formed or controlled by -
CIA. Whila thesa moay exist within the U.S., their purpose is o .
conduct or support operations abroad.

j. Defectors. As provided by law LI odaBiotally ressttles
in ths U, 8. defactors aad other foreizn individuals of oparational
intsrest. This resettlement may involve a new idaeniity, rslocation,
eroployment, etc. Although this activity takes place in this country,
its purpose is tho support of operaitons abroad.
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Copylofl 2

29 Januavy 1973

SUBJECT: Inter cept of Comrmunic ations in the U.
REF -REI\CJ:.‘ 26 Jan 73 Memo for GC fr AT/Division D,

Same Subject

1. In referent you request our views as to the legal
aspects of a radio ielephone intexrcept activily carried on at
our communications site

2. The basic law is contdined in section 605 of the
Communications Act of 1934, 47 7. 5. C. 605, which prohibits
interception of any radio communication without the authoriza-
tion of the sender and also prohibits divulging the substance
thereof to any person. Chapter 112 of Title 18, U.S. C., makes

the interception of any wire or oral communication a crime

punishable by $10, 000 or five years' imprisonment, or both.
There are two exceptions to these prohibitions: ’

a. The first provides f ale cation through
the Department of Justice to a Federal court for a
court order authorizing such int ception for specifi
purposes in conneciion wiih lawmenfog:ccment duties.
Since this Agency is prohibiied by statute from any
police or Iaw~c,nx.orcer"~e t activities, obvlousTy we
'can‘mt ope*aLe under this exception. | n o
b. The other exception is contained in section 2511
of Tiile 18, U.s. C.. at subsection {3). This provides
that the prohihb ition cited above on intex ception shall not
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attack, to obtain foreign intelligene

essential to the sccurity of the United States or to vrotect
e Tnited States against

such information, and {o prot
Ok
overthrow by force ox ot

oy e .

‘TR gther clear and présent d

of the Government,

3. Tha type of information you describz in your memorandum
does not appear to fall within any of these categories and since its
ultimate destination is BNDD, it appears teo be collection for law-

5

enforcement purposes, which as noted above is barred to this Agency
by statute.

4. For your information, in most cases where there is a
criminal prosécution foxr violation of the narcotics laws, the Depart-
ment of Justice gueries us as to whether we have engaged in any
intcrception in conneciion with the defendanis. If a case should

involve the interception being made it would
be deemed to be unzuthorized and in@nrpropevrrmty tre pros ecution
would have to be dropped by the Government. It is our view, there-
fore, that such interceptioa sheould be carried on by a2ppropriate
law-enforcement agencies in accordance with the authority of
chapter 119 of Title 18, U.S.C.

Distribution:
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