IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE DISTRICT OF NEW MEXICO

O CENTRO ESPIRITA BENEFICIENTE UNIAO
DO VEGETAL (a.k.a. Unifio do Vegetal) (USA),
Inc. (“UDV-USA”), a New Mexico Corporation
on its own behalf and on behalf of all its members
in the United States, JEFFREY BRONFMAN,
individually and as President of UDV-USA,
DANIEL TUCKER, individually and as Vice-
President of UDV-USA, CHRISTINA BARRETO,
individually and as Secretary of UDV-USA,
FERNANDO BARRETO, individually and as
Treasurer of UDV-USA, CHRISTINE BERMAN,
MITCHEL BERMAN, JUSSARA de ALMEIDA
DIAS, PATRICIA DOMINGO,

DAVID LENDERTS, DAVID MARTIN,

MARIA EUGENIA PELAEZ, BRYAN REA,
DON ST. JOHN, CARMEN TUCKER and
SOLAR LAW, individually and as members

of UDV-USA,

Plaintiffs,
V.

JANET RENO, Attorney General of the

United States, DONNIE R. MARSHALL,
Administrator of the United States Drug
Enforcement Administration, LAWRENCE

H. SUMMERS, Secretary of the Department

of Treasury of the United States, NORMAN BAY,
United States Attorney for the District of New
Mexico, and JOHN O’TOOLE, Resident Special
Agent in Charge of the United States Customs
Service Office of Criminal Investigation in
Albuquerque, New Mexico, all in their official
capacities,

Defendants.
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PLAINTIFFS' ORIGINAL COMPLAINT
FOR DECLARATORY
AND INJUNCTIVE RELIEF

This is a suit by a Christian religious organization and its members seeking (1) a
declaratory judgment that Defendants’ interpretation of the statutory and regulatory scheme of
the Controlled Substances Act (“CSA™), 21 U.S.C. §§ 801-971 is unlawful and unconstitutional
as applied to Plaintiffs in that it burdens their sacramental use of a tea known as Hoasca and
resulted in Defendants acting beyond their legal authority in carrying out searches and seizures of
Plaintiffs’ property; (2} an order declaring that Hoasca is not a controlled substance under the
CSA; (3) an order enjoining Defendants from applying the CSA against Plaintiffs for their
sacramental use of the Hoasca tea; and (4) an order compelling the return and protection of
property seized by federal officers.

PARTIES

1. Centro Espirita Beneficiente Unido do Vegetal (“UDV?™) is a religious
organization duly formed under the laws of Brazil, with its headquarters in Brasilia, Brazil. The
corporate plaintiff in this case is the United States Branch of the UDV, O Centro Espirita
Beneficiente Unido do Vegetal (USA), Inc. (“UDV-USA”). UDV-USA is a New Mexico
corporation whose principal office is in the District of New Mexico. UDV-USA brings this
action on its own behalf and on behalf of all its members in the United States.

2. Plaintift Jeffrey Bronfman is President and Representative Mestre of the UDV-

USA and is a practicing member. He resides in the District of New Mexico. He brings this

action on his own behalf as an adherent of UDV and as the duly authorized officer of UDV-USA.
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3. Plaintiff Daniel Tucker is Vice President and a Mestre of the UDV-USA and is a
practicing member. He resides in Colorado.

4. Plaintiff Christina Batreto is Secretary and a Counselor of the UDV-USA and isa
practicing member. She resides in Texas.

5. Plaintiff Fernando Barreto is Treasurer and a Counselor of the UDV-USA and is a
practicing member. He resides in Texas.

6. Plaintiff Christine Berman is a Counselor of the UDV-USA and is a practicing
member. She resides in California.

7. Plaintiff Mitchel Berman is a Counselor of the UDV-USA and is a practicing
member. He resides in California.

8. Plaintiff Jussara de Almeida Dias is a Counselor of the UDV-USA and 1s a
practicing member. She resides in New Mexico.

9. Plaintiff Patricia Domingo is a Counselor of the UDV-USA and is a practicing
member. She resides in California.

10. Plaintiff David Lenderts, M.D., is a practicing member of the UDV-USA and a
resident of Colorado.

11.  Plaintiff David Martin, M.D., is a Counselor of the UDV-USA and is a practicing
member. He resides in the state of Washington.

12.  Plaintiff Maria Eugenia Pelaez is a Counselor of the UDV-USA and is a

practicing member. She resides in Colorado.



13.  Plaintiff Bryan Rea is a Counselor of the UDV-USA and is a practicing member.
He resides in Colorado.

14.  Plaintiff Don St. John is a Counselor of the UDV-USA and is a practicing
member. He resides in the state of Washington.

15.  Plaintiff Carmen Tucker is a Counselor of the UDV-USA and is a practicing
member. She resides in Colorado.

16.  Plaintiff Solar Law is a Counselor of the UDV-USA and is a practicing member.
He resides in New Mexico.

17.  Defendant Janet Reno is the Attorney General of the United States. She is sued in
her official capacity only, in which capacity she is responsible for the enforcement of the CSA.
Pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1391(e), she may be served by certified mail at the United States
Department of Justice, 5111 Main Justice Building, 10th St. and Constitution Ave. N.W.,
Washington, D.C. 25030.

18.  Defendant Donnie R. Marshall is Administrator of the United States Drug
Enforcement Administration (“DEA™). He is sued in his official capacity only, in which capacity
he is responsible for enforcing and administering the CSA and for promulgating regulations
implementing the CSA. Pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1391(e), he may be served by certified mail at
the DEA, 2401 Jefferson Davis Highway, Alexandria, VA 22301.

19.  Defendant Lawrence H. Summers is Secretary of the Department of Treasury of
the United States. He is sued in his official capacity only, in which capacity he is responsible for

enforcing the customs laws, including CSA provisions governing the importation of controlled

4-



substances. Pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1391(e), he may be served by certified mail at 3330 Main
Treasury Building, 1500 Pennsylvania Ave. N.W., Washington, D.C. 20220.

20.  Defendant Norman Bay is the United States Attorney for the District of New
Mexico. He is sued in his official capacity only, in which capacity he is responsible for
prosecutions under the CSA in this District. His residence in his official capacity is at U.S.
Attorney's Office, 201 Third Street, NW, Suite 900, Albuquerque, NM 87102, where he may be
served with process.

21.  Defendant John O’ Toole is the Resident Special Agent in Charge of the United
States Customs Service Office of Criminal Investigation in Albuquerque, New Mexico. He is
sued in his official capacity only, in which capacity he is responsible for criminal investigations
relating to the laws and regulations enforced by the United States Customs Service, including the
CSA. His residence in his official capacity is at 5700 Harper Dr. N.E., Suite 230, Albuquerque,
New Mexico 87109, where he may be served with process.

JURISDICTION

22.  This Court has jurisdiction under 28 U.S.C. § 1331 because the action arises
under the laws and Constitution of the United States. Plaintiffs seek a determination under the
standards of the Religious Freedom Restoration Act ("RFRA"), 42 U.8.C. §§ 2000bb-2000bb(4)
and the First, Fourth, Fifth, and Fourteenth Amendments to the U.S. Constitution of the
lawfulness and constitutionality of Defendants interpretation of the CSA, 21 U.S.C. §§ 801-971,

and its implementing regulations as applied to Plaintiffs. This Court is authorized to grant



















































